thought), though presumably the patients who have had that investigation are on some GP's list somewhere. Perhaps that is forgivable, but it is difficult to justify the complete absence of a section on physical examination.
The authors seem to be on firmer ground on the subjects of advice; communicating with patients, relatives and other doctors; and on the philosophy of general practice. It is reassuring to come across such sound commonsense without once encountering the word 'holistic'. It is on the whole, though, a disappointing book whose laudible aspirations have not been fully realized. PETER ISBNO-7236-0815-6 Bristol: Wright 1984 This is essentially a book written by a surgeon for surgeons. Because of this, it misses the opportunity to provide a basic guide to chest injuries that would appeal to all disciplines involved in the management of these cases.
Most of the book deals with the surgical management of chest injuries of all types, and within that context it is both readable and comprehensive. In particular, the standard of X-ray reproduction is excellent. However, not enough space is devoted to the mainstays of successful management of chest injuries. In particular, a more comprehensive account of pain relief, physiotherapy, nursing care and the many problems associated with long-term ventilation would transform this book from a good account into an excellent one. (1983) , and is arranged in two sections.
On genetics it starts with a historical review (Stephens). Next is a paper on the genetics of otosclerosis in which the difficulties in identifying and separating syndromes is well stated by Causse and Causse: 'the problem of genetic hearing losses has been somewhat complicated by the large number of syndromes described by numerous authors and still bearing their names. Many attempts have been made to classify them in accordance with their origin and to compare the detailed symptoms in order to organize their clas-sification, but...' Nevertheless, the nine papers that follow are full of interest and clinical relevance.
The metabolic section commences with a general review (Meyerhoff) of hearing loss in endocrine disorders. This illustrates how poorly understood is their relationship. Later Parving, with respect to hearing loss in acromegaly, points to enormous discrepancies in the results of different studies which she tentatively attributes to nonhomogenous patients' selection criteria or the use of different audiometric tests. The other twelve papers relate to the hearing state in thyroid deficiencies, osteoporosis, diabetes and abnormal platelet aggregation.
In spite of and because of the many uncertainties and conflicts illustrated, for otolaryngologists and audiologists the book will be a valuable reference source. As such it is essential to their departmental libraries. Certainly I am very glad to have my own copy, and anticipate making frequent use of it. To speed publication the material was prepared as camera-ready copy and it is therefore a pity that it took more than a year to appear. The papers constitute a mixture of very recent observations, and reviews: those from the Food & Drug Administration will give investigators some insight into the guidelines used for evaluation of new preparations and devices.
As is so often the case, the discussion, which does not seem to have been edited, contains the most interesting and up-to-date points. The disadvantages are that the comment is sometimes garbled, with confusing printing errors and uncorrected misusages. This is balanced by the opportunity to see strong contrary views expressed: the exchanges on digitalis, for example, between Dr Temple of the Food & Drug Administration and Peter Sleight, are entertaining and instructive.
Those who follow developments in the management of myocardial infarction in its early stages can assess current opinions with perspective, but changes have already occurred, and tissue plasminogen activators would doubtless have received more than passing mention had the symposium been held just a little later. It is no criticism to label some of the contents as being ephemeral, for that is the price of progress. Those not actively involved in such research have an opportunity to see the evolution in treatment patterns, while sharing with many of the commentators uncertainty about the potential long-term, benefits and how they are to be assessed. The text and photographs of this book, which features the operative technique of the author, are excellent despite the fact that filming in the pelvis in small children is not easy. However, one or two additional photographs would perhaps have helped elucidation in both Duhamel and Swenson's operations. In the Duhamel the depth of the posterior anal incision could be clearer. Similarly the dissection anterior to the rectum in the Swenson's could be shown. There is emphasis on the importance of a covering colostomy.
My only worry is that the excellence of the book makes it appear that this type of surgery is quite easy. Although the author emphasizes the need for a 'paediatric surgical setting', it should perhaps be said that only specialists in paediatric surgery should attempt these operations. This book is the third volume in a series entitled 'Disease Management in the Elderly'. The reference to old age should not deter the more general reader for it is a well written book containing much practical information.
The contents cover most conditions occurring in geriatric bone disease, including a chapter on hypoparathyroidism and a useful section on treatment of pain arising from secondary tumour in bone. Some beliefs, handed down through generations, such as the one that rectal examinations lead to artificial elevation of acid phosphatase, are found to be false.
The quality of some X-rays is poor, making it difficult to determine the points shown. On occasion, as when skinfold thickness is being discussed in the context of presentation of bone disease, the inference to be drawn in respect of bone is hard to follow.
The authors concur with current thinking that sunlight is the most important source of vitamin D in elderly subjects. Many would contest this conclusion. The authors also advance the use of calcidiol assays in the diagnosis of osteomalacia. Whether this will become a widely available investigation is doubtful because many subjects can be given vitamin D and simpler biochemical tests can be followed together with the patient's response.
These criticisms should not detract from this book. Many patients with metabolic bone problems are encountered in general medical work and this book, although of most value to doctors in training, will be found valuable and enjoyable by most medical and surgical practitioners with an interest in bone. This book consists of 28 contributions on various aspects of the tachycardias. The papers emanate from centres -American, French and Dutchengaged in active research and are of group authorship. Each chapter is a separate entity, relating to other chapters only through the general subject matter of the book, and constitutes an up-to-date account of current work and present thinking followed by a detailed list of recent references.
As with all edited books there is some unevenness in the writing, but perhaps the biggest criticism is that the independent nature of the contributions leads to a good deal of overlap; this is especially noticeable in those papers dealing with the mechanism of the supraventricular tachycardias. Much of the work reported consists of basic electrophysiological studies and there is rather less emphasis on investigation and treatment. There are, however, excellent chapters on epicardial mapping in the Woolf-Parkinson-White syndrome, the role of surgery and use of electrical devices in the management of pre-excitation syndromes and ventricular dysrhythmias, and on the identification of patients at risk of sudden death. This is a highly specialized book. It will have no appeal to the undergraduate student and will give little help to the general physician in the management of his patients with rhythm problems; they would be better served by one of the large standard reference textbooks. Its appeal must be
